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Professional Experience

Professor 



English Department, Nassau Community College, Garden City,




                
New York. 9/95-Present

Coordinator of Creative                    Nassau Community College, 2003-2005

Writing Project
Education  



Ph.D., English, George Washington Univ., 1988

M.A., English, Bombay University, 1981

B.A., English, Sophia College, Bombay, 1979
Honors


Poet Laureate, Suffolk County, Long Island, 2013-15.

Walt Whitman Birthplace Association Long Island Poet of the Year, 2011.

SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching, 2005

Distinguished Faculty Award, Nassau Community College, April 2003

    

Hedgebrook writers’ residency, Langley, Washington, August 2002

Norcroft writers’ residency, Lutsen, Minnesota, August 2003
Mid-island poetry contest award, 2013.
Finalist, Allen Ginsberg poetry prize, June 1999
First prize, String Poets, 2012.

First prize, Two Review, 2011.

Semi-Finalist, Chapbook contest, Finishing Line Press, 2011

Finalist, Mid-Island Poetry Contest, 2014

Prize winner, NaPoWriMo contest, Local Gems, 2015.
Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers, Fall 1998

Publications: Poetry  (Journal publications)
Ariel, Adanna, Calyx, Atlanta Review, The Prairie Schooner, The Princeton Review, Paterson Literary Review, GW Review, Kavya Bharati, Iodine Poetry Review, The Long Island Quarterly, Xanadu, The Kerf, Literary Review, Nassau Review, Oberon; South Asian Review, Poem Alley, Light of City and Sea, A Chorus for Peace, Indivisible, En (Compass), Women’s Studies Quarterly, International Feminist Journal of Politics, And Then, Long Island Sounds, Sightings, Letters to the World, www.museindia.com, www.monsoonmag.com, Wednesdays at Curleys,  Songs of Seasoned Women, After Shocks: Poetry of Recovery, Two Review, Paumanok, Kalyani, Glint Literary Journal, Writing Disorder, and Obsession: Sestinas for the 21st Century. 
Books


Thirtha (Yuganta Press, 2002); Behind Dark Waters (Plain View Press, 2008)
Draw Me Inmost (Stockport Flats, 2009); Trace (Finishing Line Press, 2011)

Thirteen Days to Let Go (Aldrich, 2015)
Slow Ripening (Local Gems, 2015); A Thousand Moments: An Anthology of Poems by Writers from Maria’Z Hope Foundation Inc, edited by Pramila Venkateswaran, 2016; The Singer of Alleppey (Shanti Arts, 2018).
Journal Publications: Scholarly articles
“Activist Poetics: Taslima  Nasrin and Kutti Revathi,” (forthcoming from Rowman & Littlefield).

“Utilizing and Disrupting Legends in Indian Poetry,” Women Versed in Myth: Essays on Modern Poets, (McFarland, 2016).

“Locating the Feminist Spirit in Lalitambika Antarjanam and Tarabai Shinde,” Provocations: Transnational Feminist Reader (California UP, 2015).

“A Living Legacy: An Interview with Saleem Peeradina,” Ariel: A Journal of English Literature, 2015.

“How to Make the Creative Writing Classroom International in Scope,” Women on Poetry: Writing, Revising, Publishing and Teaching, Ed. Carol Smallwood, (McFarland, 2012).

“Recent Trends in South Asian American Poetry,” The Writer’s Chronicle, 2011.
“Mukherjee as Autobiographer,” Bharati Mukherjee: Selected Criticism, NY: Greenwood Press, 1992.        

Workshops 

Strength for Life Breast Cancer Foundation, Maria’Z Hope Breast Cancer Foundation, Stony Brook University Hospital Breast Cancer Support Group; The Sophia Center, Darien High School, Arrowhead Elementary, Bay Shore High School, Copiague High School, Carey High School, Nassau Community College, Walt Whitman Birthplace Association, Block Island Poetry Project, Hunter College, and Emma Clark Library; Maria Z Hope Foundation Inc.
Readings 

Sponsors: Asian American Writers’ Workshop; Matwaala South Asian Diaspora Poetry Festival; Internacional de Poesia de Granada; Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival; Mamilla Poetry Festival; National Organization of Women; Gallery North, Valley Contemporary Poets, Los Angeles; Queens International Poetry Festival; Walt Whitman Birthplace Association; South Country Library; Emma Clark Library; South Asian Literary Association; Performance Poets; Nassau Community College; Suffolk Community College, Locust Valley; Polish Embassy, New York; Stony Brook: Images and Women / Women’s Voices; Poets and Writers; National Women’s Studies Association; Paterson Poetry Prize readings; Community College Humanities Association; Ear Inn; Tamarind Art Gallery; Poetry in Action, Poets Out Loud ; Literary Excursions; and Unitarian Church (Setauket and Stamford).

Conference Presentations
“Women’s Bodies at Checkpoints, Borders, and in Refugee Camps,” Lessons from the Holocaust: The Path to Justice and Equity in Higher Education, Nassau Community College and Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center, May 2017.

 “Aesthetics of Dalit Tamil Poetry,” in a panel on Aesthetics of Dalit Literature, NEMLA, 2014.

“Activist Poetics of the Female Body: Taslima Nasrin and Kutti Revathi,” Northeast Modern Language Association conference, Boston, 2013.

Professional Activities: Co-director, Matwaala: South Asian Diaspora Poetry Festival
Co-coordinator, Center for Transnational Women’s Issues, 2010-Present. 
